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on to it by the time it reached Emperor William's
ears. His annoyance was perfectly natural and he
pounced on the incident as an opportunity to put
his uncle in his place. At his request Bismarck sent a
formal despatch of complaint to the German
Ambassador in London, with the Emperor's further
grievance that the Prince did not treat him with the
respect due to Imperial Majesty. This letter was
passed on to Lord Salisbury, who conveyed it to
the Queen.

She was already very indignant with William for
his treatment of his mother and vexed with him for
not having taken her advice about postponing his
Royal visits.    She thought it cc sickening " of him to
strut about Europe so soon after his father's death,
and hoped that the Princess of Wales's parents, whom
he was visiting at Copenhagen, would be no more
than civil.   This complaint that his uncle did not
recognize that he was  an Emperor as well as his
nephew roused her special fury, and she wrote to
Lord Salisbury : " This is really too vulgar and too
absurd, as well as untrue, almost to be believed.   We
have always been very intimate with our grandson
and nephew, and to pretend that he is to be treated
in private as well as in public as * his Imperial Majesty'
is perfect madness. ... If he has such notions he had
better never come here.     The Queen will not swallow
this affront."1   With the Prince's other delinquencies
William dealt in his own manner.   The two were
shortly going to Vienna as guests of the Emperor
Francis Joseph, and when the Prince of Wales wrote

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, III, i, p. 440*
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